SUMMARY Forty-two male patients with ano-genital warts were randomly allocated to a singleblind study of cryotherapy versus electrocautery. There was no significant difference in the success rates of these two forms of treatment in patients followed for three months. Cryotherapy was qualitatively much more acceptable to the patients than electrocautery. It seems particularly suited to patients with widely scattered warts who are unable to attend for regular treatment.
Introduction
Local applications of podophyllin in the treatment of genital warts give poor results. ' Furthermore, patients have to either attend regularly for treatment or treat themselves at home. The former takes up much of their time while the latter may lead to enthusiastic over-treatment and produce chemical ulceration with attendant risks of phimosis or urethral stricture. Various forms of cautery have been advocated but few studies have been performed and follow up has been short. We have compared two forms of cautery in a single-blind study with a minimum period of surveillance of three months.
Patients and methods
Only men with ano-genital warts who had given informed consent were included in the trial. All patients were screened for other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), which is routine practice in this clinic, ' 
